‘Backroom staff lauded as

H&F wrap up league title

Coach eyes perfect season with four games to play

HAMMERSMITH &
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by Jon Batham
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LONDON TWO NORTH WEST
Hammersmith & Fulham all
Chiswick 19

JOHN Porter-Griffiths hailed his
coaching staff as well as his on-
field heroes after Hammersmith
& Fulham were crowned
champions on Saturday.

‘Thc§w:bt Lc-nchaners did :1 in style
neighbours Chlsv.-m.k to mainiain a
perfect 18-0 record with four
matches to play.

But Porter-Griffiths was quick to
praise the unsung heroes behind the
scenes, such as fitmess coach lan
Burbedge, a club stalwart for some
10 years, despite not being a rughy
man at heart.

He said: “Boxing is really lan's
thmg 50 he's had nothing to do with

the rughy itself, even though we've
tried to get him to do rughy coach-
INg COourses,

“But he's beéen ‘our filness coach
for many vears. The lads really
enjoy his sessions and the fitness
levels are a tnbute to Tan,

“I'm- delighted for our other
coaches, Dave Manion, Thomas
Leelock and Andrew Meale because
we are just so fortunate to have
these guyvs in our coaching team.”

Victory was never in doubt as, led
by Meil MeClure's try, s1x conver-
sions and a penalty, H&F were 38-0
up before their rwals rer-jstered
point,

Porter-Griffiths heaped praise on
his full back and insisted that,
regardless of the fry scorers, every
man in the squad playved a full part
in the triumph.

He said: "Meil -is a very good
kicker and I'm just surprised we
didn™t Tind him sooner,

“We have plaved tolal rughby in
winning this league with the for-
wards securing the amount of ball
which allows the backs to run.

“And tries have not been’ about
one man just picking up a ball and
TUNRIng.

“There are nearly always & num-
ber of offleads and the ball has pone
through seven or eight pairs of
hands before the ling is crossed”

The coach stressed the season
was not over and there are still tar-
Zets to aim for,

But while others talk about rais-
ing 100 points — the team currently
has 82 — Porter-Griffiths just wants
1o finish the season 22-0.

He added: *The bottom line is the
bove have all been sent congratula-
tions, but they have also been

H TIME TO ELEBRATE: Hammersmith & Fulham are all smiles after victory
while (left) Alex Scarrett and Ed Godsall {right) combine against Chiswick
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ing with a 100 per cent record and T
see no reason why that can’t be
achieved.”

reminded the seazon isn’t finished.
*] think the boys would like 100
points, but 1would settle for finish-




